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The Gates of Peace

From the very beginning of our preparation, I have been interested in visiting Hiroshima and the site 
of the world's first atomic bombing. The city of Hiroshima presents a handful of unique architectural 
questions. How can the city rebuild and dignify those who were lost in the tragedy? Can architecture 
help the healing? Can it be contemplative or commemorative? Which is most appropriate?

I hope a visit to Peace Memorial Park can shed some light on the answers. There are no less than fifty 
monuments and memorials in and around the park honoring those lost to the atomic bomb. The Gates 
of Peace are recent additions. They were dedicated in 2005 as part of a broader project conceived 
by French artist Clara Halter and French architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte. The gates and the similar 
installations in Paris and St Petersburg are covered by the word peace written in 49 different languages. 

"Ten Gates of Peace, to be built on a ninety-three metre long square will catch the eye of visitors who will no 
longer simply look at the memorial in contemplative memory, but actively experience with their entire being the 
place, the memory and, by extension, Peace ... Thus, as the visitor goes through the gates and walks around 
the stone square, also engraved with the word "peace", the concept is revitalized. The participant's active 
presence within the architectural structure and his ensuing desire for peace become an integral part of the work."

-wallforpeace.com



Garden of Fine Arts 
Tadao Ando

Kyoto's Garden of Fine Arts is an outdoor gallery featuring reproductions of famous works by 
master painters. The prints have been transferred onto ceramic tile making them weatherproof. 
Ando's design may have been influenced by the nearby Kamo River. The road that runs along the 
river is crossed often by bridges and ramps which conduct pedestrians to the grove above. Those 
walking on the road will be joined by the sound of falling water from a number of small dams.   

The scheme is open; large concrete beams on massive pillars, overlapping bridges and ramps, walls of 
cascading water and pools with paintings floating on the water surface. Circulation is intersected by massive 
concrete walls, allowing views from different angles, and adding depth and variety to the exhibition spaces.

-arcspace.com

"The soundscape accompanies the route and has different intensity according to 
the position of the viewer. Thus, a soft murmur of water invites contemplation of 
'The Last Supper' by Leonardo, while a stronger sound surrounds 'The Doomsday'."

- Carlos  Zeballos


