
A natatorium houses a swimming pool. Depending 
on the size of the facility, the natatorium may feature 
one pool or several (for racing, diving, or recreation). 
Some natatoriums regularly host large sporting events 
and must provide the appropriate amount of seating. 

na*ta*to*ri*um



The Cranbrook Natatorium was designed by architects Tod 
Williams and Billie Tsien for the Cranbrook Academy in 
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. The facility is noteworthy because 
of its departure from standard pool room idioms. The choice of 
materials allows the natatorium to feel earthy rather than sterile. 

Cranbrook Natatorium





Soap bubbles inspired the design for the Olympic 
Aquatics Centre built for the 2008 Summer Games 
in Beijing. The exterior cladding is a type of 
recyclable teflon which facillitates natural lighting and 
insulation and protects against Bejing's corrosive air. 

Beijing Water Cube





The natatorium at IUPUI in Indianapolis was designed 
by Edward Larrabee Barnes to be completed within 22 
months. The forces from the hinged roof truss are carried to 
the ground by flying buttesses made of site cast concrete. 
Circulation space is found underneath the grandstand.

IUPUI Natatorium





Muncie is a small city of 65,000 in the heart of the Midwest. The 
community has a long manufacturing tradition and as a result has 
fallen on hard times during the last two decades. Now Muncie is 
trying to stabilize its economy and pull itself from the Rust Belt. 

Muncie, Indiana



The site chosen for the aquatic center is an open block located 
in the middle of Muncie. Transportation to the site is eased by 
the adjacent Lincoln Highway and a nearby bus stop. The block 
features a slight grade which forms a shallow south-facing slope.

Site



Muncie experiences a temperate climate with four seasons. Its position 
at 400N latitude translates to long winters and hot, dry summers. 

Climate



The aquatic center for Muncie will be centered around the natatorium 
and lobby. These spaces will also accomodate spectators who wish to 
watch events held at the center as well as the swimmers using the facility. 

Aquatic Center
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